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The Story of 1927 


The June issue of the Recorp is again devoted to the Report of the Board of Managers sub- 
mitted to the Annual Meeting. The Report presents a rapid survey of the work of the Society 


at home and abroad during the year 1927. 


Such parts as deal with figures may be somewhat 


prosaic. In a necessarily condensed statement of a very large and world-wide work, this cannot 
be avoided. And it is due to our constituency that they be informed about these prosaic facts as 


well as about those of livelier hwman interest. 


Some of the less essential details are omitted 


here, but appear in the separately issued report, and also in the full “Annual Report” of the 
Society usually issued in the fall. 


O the wider distribution of the Bible for 

the sake of the spiritual life of all man- 
kind, this Society has given itself for one hun- 
dred and twelve years. The Board of Mana- 
| gers would here record that always in this en- 
-deavor the divine preparation of the hearts of 
‘men has far outrun the capacity of the Society 
and the churches to meet the opportunities for 
the ministering service of the Book. 

The year 1927 was one of 
many new records. It was, 
however, not without its 
shadows™ It marks the lar- 
gest total issues of the So- 
ciety in any one year and the 

largest total issues in the 
home field, as well as the lar- 
gest issues of portions in the 
home field and also through- 
out the world. For the first 
time the total issues of the 
‘Society exceeded ten million 
copies. All of these new 
records were made possible 
by the large production of 
portions in the home field, 
which more than offset the 
falling off in China due to 
the unsettled conditions 
there. 

The greatest shadow of the 
year was the sudden and un- 
expected death of the Rev. 
' Dr. Arthur C. Ryan, in June. 
His experience of many 
years in the Near East, and 
this work as Secretary of the Levant Agency 
of the Society, prepared him well for his posi- 
tion as General Secretary. After only two 
years of service, and when his heart and mind 
were full of the things he planned to do, he was 
taken away suddenly in his forty-eighth year. 

The Report for the year is presented under 
eight main subjects: Issues; Distribution, at 

home and abroad; Workers and Auxiliaries ; 


AN EXAMPLE FROM THE 
SOUTHWEST 


“Three little children who, without sug- 
gestion from anyone, so far as known, 
asked permission to help circulate the 
Scriptures in Houston, Texas. They sold 
more than 800 Testaments and portions.” 


Translations and Revisions; Ways and Means ; 
Publication; Finance; and General. 


1. Issues 


In 1927, a total of 10,034,797 volumes of 
Scripture was issued by the American Bible 
Society. This sets a twofold record and is the 
third year in succession when the previous 
maximum has been surpassed. With 323,283 

Bibles, 778,538 ‘Testaments, 

and 8,932,976 portions, the 

total of 10,034,797 exceeded 
the largest previous total— 

that of last year—by 127,436 

volumes. The year is marked 

also by the largest total of 
issues in one year, from 
either the home field or the 
foreign, and this record of 
5,755,251 volumes was made 
in the home field. The lar- 
gest previous total was made 
the year before by the For- 
eign Agencies, which issued 
_ then 5,433,916 volumes. It 
is gratifying and encouraging 
to know that the call for the 
volumes of the Scripture 
continues to grow and to 
necessitate an increasing out- 
put. The issues in 1927 were 
in 166 languages and dialects. 


Issues of 112 Years 


The total issues of the So- 
ciety in the one hundred and 
twelve (112) years of its service have been one 
hundred and ninety-four million, sixty-three 
thousand, seven hundred and fifty-seven 


(194,063,757) volumes. 
2. Distribution 


Who but the Lord can measure the achieve- 
ments of distribution, as the Book is read 
in the huts of herders on the world’s great 


88 BrisLcE Society RECORD 


plains, in the crowded villages and cities of 
civilizations old and young, beside the flashing 
seas on tropical islands, under thatched roots 
in jungle clearings, by smoky lamps in snow- 
walled igloos—through tears and smiles, in 
consciousness of wrongdoing, in sorrow, In 
fear, in hope! We do but sow; God gives the 
fruitage and alone can weigh the harvest. 


In the United States 


Ten hard-working Home Agencies, several 
score of state and local Auxiliaries, and the 
Home Office have been the channels through 
which the issues of the year have flowed out, 
sometimes directly to the individual,—the “ulti- 
mate consumer” of trade,—but more often to 
many hundreds of workers who have carried 
the Book to the final recipient, with messages 
of their own joy in its possession and use. 


The Mississippi Flood 

The most striking event of the year has been 
the Society’s effort to meet the conditions 
created by the vast Mississippi Valley flood of 
the spring of 1927, that inundated many thou- 
sand square miles of land and made more than 
600,000 persons seek the refuge of scores of 
emergency camps. Into these camps, by rail- 
road, automobile, motor boat and afoot, the 
representatives of the Colored and the South- 
western Agencies went with tens of thousands 
of Gospels and Testaments, and with the en- 
couragement of the officers of the American 
Red Cross. Anxious, discouraged, perplexed 
people found in the little books a message of 
hope; the idle, a profitable occupation. One 
of the workers wrote, “I have had twenty or 
thirty hands held out to me at one time for the 
Word of God. I have stood in one place and 


given out two hundred portions of Scriptures. 
lt was a surprise to me to see so many people 
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reading these little books in the tents, on the | 
streets, and even while standing in the registra- 
tion line or at the long dining-table.” | 

This visitation of the camps was followed | 
later by the more gradual process, still going | 
on, of placing Bibles in the reestablished homes | 
where they were destroyed or lost, or in meet- | 
ing fresh spiritual needs brought out by the 
experience of the disaster. 


The Gospel Reading Campaign 

A second major event was the Gospel Read- 
ing Campaign in January and February, 1927. 
This was the result of the cooperation of Sec 
retary Ryan with the Federal Council’s Com- 
mission on Evangelism and similar bodies in 
the respective denominations. During January | 
the Gospel of Luke was read; during February 
the Book of Acts—a chapter a day. Estimates, 
based on the number of copies issued for the 
period of the campaign above the average issues 
of these books, indicated the use of more than 
500,000 Luke and more than 400,000 Acts. 
The Northwestern Agency’s distribution at this 
time was particularly noteworthy. More ex- 
tensive preparations, by specially prepared let- 
ters and order blanks, were made in the autumn 
of 1927 for the 1928 reading. The story of the 
results belongs to next year’s report. It is clear 
that the Gospel reading at this season of the 
year is becoming established as a valued method 
of quickening the life of the churches in the 
weeks preceding the Lenten devotional period. 

One of the Agency Secretaries well says 
that “Bible circulation is much like talking into 
a microphone; for you can never know how 
many are ‘listening in,’ and what effect your 
message has on those who listen.” Judging by 
the occasional reports that come, many lives 
have felt profound effects. Often it is the 
experience of individuals. A colporteur finds 
a quarreling husband and 
wife, with suitcases 
packed, ready to separate; 
he reads to them; prays 
with them; pleads with 
them; eventually the home 


is saved, and at its center 
is the very Bible from 
which the colporteur read. 
An Italian comes to an 
Agency to buy some Tes- 
taments and is asked if he 
is familiar with the one- 
cent Gospel of John in 
Italian. He replies, “Oh, 
yes! I was saved three 
years ago by reading one 
scrip. gp Of those little books. I 

a now give them to others.” 


June, 1928 


Multiplied instances such as these are the expe- 
rience of every worker. 

Other influences are felt by groups. In a 
rough isolated community a few Christians 
come together and organize a Bible Study 
Class. They appeal to the Society for help, 
which is given. In course of time a mission 
church is organized, and the morals of the com- 
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a mother and a daughter to judge which was 
right in a bitter quarrel in which the daughter 
had threatened to run away, a colporteur, made 
wise by his study of the Scriptures, reconciles 
them to each other with tears and prayers. To 
a man sick unto death a visit of a colporteur 
and the reading of the Bible brought courage 
and consolation. Truly, the eyes of the blind 


A PRESBYTERIAN ORPHANAGE IN KENTUCKY AND THE BIBLES SUPPLIED THEM 
BY THE CENTRAL AGENCY 


munity begin to improve. Or, again, an 
Agency Secretary promotes Scripture reading 
among the young people of an entire district 
by awards for the best essays on their reading. 
Federal, state and local hospitals, penitentiaries, 
jails, sawmill camps, immigrant stations, ship 
crews, “poor-farms,” logging camps, conven- 
tions, state and county fairs, amusement re- 
sorts, week-day religious schools, are some of 
the many communities where the ministry of 
the Bible has been carried forward this year. 


Representing the Book 


One of the veteran Agency Secretaries wise- 
ly writes: “To hand a book out is not all of 
it. If the Bible is to be given to help the peo- 
ple, the man who is carrying it must represent 
the Book,’”—and how patiently and heroically 
they do represent it! 

Faithful followers indeed are they of the 
Shepherd who searched out the lost sheep. In 
wearying house-to-house visitation, never 
knowing whether they will receive a welcome 
or a rebuff, skillful in turning indifference into 
attention and opposition into appreciation, the 
colporteurs of the Society and many of its asso- 
ciated workers render service of which the 
world takes little heed, but which is recorded 

in the Book of Life. Suddenly called upon by 


are opened, and the poor hear the gospel 
preached to them. 

In many parts of our country a house-to- 
house visitation may mean miles of traveling 
between one home and the next. Far up into a 
valley in the Rocky Mountains a colporteur 
makes his way. He finds only a dozen families 
have the Bible. Others have had it and lost it. 
Still others have never even seen the Book of 
Books. Before he leaves, every home in the 
valley has a Bible or a Testament, and soon 
Sunday schools are organized and the ranchers 
begin to plan for a resident minister. Again, 
finding that his car could not negotiate a 9,000- 
foot mountain pass in the dark, the colporteur 
seeks refuge for the night with Mexican sheep 
herders, in the hours about the camp fire tells 
the Great Story, and in the morning leaves with 
them the Gospel of “San Juan.” Months later, 
and a hundred miles away, two Mexicans stop 
him and remind him of that night and ask for 
another Gospel to take the place of the one 
which they had worn out. 

Voluntary Workers 

Similar service marks the lives of correspond- 

ents and voluntary workers. On Western 


plains a consecrated layman travels forty miles 
each week and supervises eleven Sunday 


90 BIBLE SOCIETY 


; 


RECORD Volume 73 


I AS ME ee pre i Ww A 


ee Tee E 


REVISED BRAILLE GRADE 1%, THE SYSTEM TAUGHT IN SCHOOLS FOR THE BLIND 


schools. Another has seen churches built where 
he once, single-handed, strove to stir the hearts 
of lonesome householders into religious ear- 
nestness, and kept the hard-won work alive by 
the witness of the Book he left behind him. 

Others organize classes for Bible study in 
prisons and penitentiaries, or win the respect and 
affection and eventually the souls of circus folk. 
Historians reckon that the religious changes 
which came in England in the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries, and which eventually were 
to mean so much to the religious life of the 
world, would never have come to pass, had it 
not been for the preaching in the hedgerows 
and lanes of Lollard followers of Wycliffe. 
Truly in our own land, hundreds of humble 
folk are spreading, under modern conditions 
but with the same great Book, this leavening 
pervasive influence. 


The Blind 


The American Bible Society has had the 
privilege of another year of service to the 
Blind, the ninety-second consecutive year of 
such service. It was able to supply 2,112 em- 
bossed volumes of the Scripture; 1,155 in Re- 
vised Braille, 357 in Moon, 356 in New York 
Point, 142 in American Braille, 78 in Line Let- 
ter, 20 in English Braille, and 4 in French 
Braille, in the United States. This was a very 
real service, involving an expense of $8,600. 
But, relatively, it was not so large a service. 
The bulky volumes, averaging over one foot 
square and three inches thick, contain from a 
single Gospel to not more than three of the 
smaller books of the Bible; so that the total of 
2,112 volumes distributed were the equivalent 
of only 100 embossed Bibles, and these were 
distributed among over 600 individuals, and 
among libraries serving at least 600 more. 


Toward the cost of these books, the blind re- 
cipients and their friends paid $1,400, for 
which they received the equivalent of only 100 
Bibles; while sighted persons could buy for 
the same money 2,250 excellent printed Bibles, 
or 14,000 Testaments, or 140,000 portions, each 
containing a Gospel or several Epistles. 


Many Languages 


Although the slackening of the tides of immi- 
gration is found to have its expected influence 
upon the demand for volumes in foreign lan- 
guages, this, nevertheless, remains a very large | 
and important part of the service of the Society _ 
in the United States. Records show that, in — 
1927, Scriptures in 108 languages were dis- 
tributed in the United States. 

A single worker, settled in one city, dis- 
tributed Scriptures in seventeen languages. 
Another, visiting logging camps and lumber 
towns, used them in fourteen languages. A 
movement of special interest has been the pro- 
moting of the use of a diglot, consisting of 
Ancient and Modern Greek, in the Orthodox 
Greek diocese of Chicago. When it is realized 
that for most of these languages the American 
Bible Society is almost the sole, and the most 
accessible, source of supply, the significance of 
its foreign-language work will not be missed. 

A development of interest which is appear- 
ing in some of the large cities is the desire of 
many individuals to circulate the Book of 
Proverbs among high school students. In 
Philadelphia a single layman has bought and 
distributed more than 10,000; and even more 
extensive distribution has been made in Buf- 
falo through the Buffalo City and Erie County 
Bible Society. In a city in the mid-West, 


where a few hundred copies of Proverbs had 
been presented in a high school, more than one 


yor” 
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hundred pupils came back for personal confer- 


ence concerning the Book and a pressing desire 
for a New Testament or for the whole Bible. 
i The Radio Helps 
Broadcasting has continued daily through 


the year from Stations KPO in San Fran- 
cisco and WGBS in New York City. At other 


points, agents of the Society have cooperated 


with local religious forces to provide for spe- 


cial reading, and have from time to time broad- 


cast the story of the Society’s work. 

The evidence of the year shows that in- 
creasingly the work of the Agencies is being 
carried on by mail orders. Colporteurs of the 
desired consecration and capacity seem harder 
and harder to secure. Changing conditions of 
life affecting the approach to people require the 
Society to be ever alert in adapting its methods 
to new opportunities and, at the same time, 
steadfastly seeking by these methods to achieve 
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the same fundamental spiritual results which 
it has always sought. 


Latin America 


The name “Latin America” is in danger of 
becoming a misnomer. In the regions served 


by the six Agencies of the Society, covering 
“the West Indies, Mexico, Central and South 


Americas, Spanish is still the predominating 
language of the literate, followed by Portu- 
guese, and, in a much smaller degree, French. 
It is arresting, however, to notice that not 
one of the Agencies issued the Scriptures 1n 
less than fourteen languages, and one of them 
in as many as thirty-three languages, during 


1927. Altogether the Scriptures were circu 


lated in forty-eight languages in “Latin Amer- 


: j > 
‘ica”—thirty-one of them being languages which 
had their origin in Europe, ten originating 1n 
5 ss _ ye 
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Asia, and seven being languages of American 
Indians. . This variety of languages, especially 
those from Europe, is an indication of the 
influx of peoples from many lands, 300,000 
being reported as entering the one country of 
Argentina last year. 


A general note of happiness over the grow- 
ing circulation of the Scriptures is sounded. 
The six Agencies have a record of 614,908 
volumes of Scripture circulated in forty-eight 
languages during the year. This is an increase 
of 19 percent over the total of 516,970 volumes 
last year. 


From the. West Indies comes a glad note of 
the cooperation of the churches and Christian 
workers through which the bulk of the Scrip- 
ture distribution is accomplished. on all the 
islands of the Agency, save those of Marti- 
nique and Guadeloupe, where there are no 
evangelical churches and where the American 


THE BIBLE 
HOUSE AT 
CRISTOBAL 


“Again a haven 
of refuge—93 mis- 
sionaries, 30 mis- 
sionaries’ chil - 
dren, 9 students, 
and 23 friends of 
missionaries and 
of the Bible So- 
ciety, spent from 
a day to a week 
or more within 
its hospitable 
“ \ walls,’’ in 1927. 


Bible Society workers are the chief source of 
spreading God’s Word. The increasing poly- 
glot character of the population is mentioned ; 
Scriptures being needed for Syrians and Poles, 
Chinese and Italians, Germans and Russians, 
and in other tongues; mention being made of 
an organized Chinese Presbyterian Church in 
Havana with a qualified native pastor, as an 
illustration. 


The report for Mexico is the first prepared 
by one who was then in charge, but who has 
since been appointed as the Secretary of the 
Agency, Mr. H. T. Marroquin. He rejoices in 
the “open doors of interdenominational work 
and in 463 correspondents—ministers, church 
officers, Sunday-school workers, Christian lay- 
men and women—who have helped in the cir- 
culation of the Scriptures; and also in the fact 
that more whole Bibles were sold during the 
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year than in the past, a blind woman being the 
leader among the twenty-five colporteurs, 1n 
the number of Bibles sold. The use of modern 
methods is illustrated by the report of one mis- 
sionary who seized the opportunity made by 
a moving picture entitled “The Bible” to make 
house-to-house and store-to-store distribution 
of the Scriptures in a community a few years 
ago, and thus laid the seed which, in the past 
year, has resulted in an organized church. The 
new Secretary speaks without hesitation in sup- 
port of the present government, believing that 
it is working for the real economic, intellectual, 
and moral life of the nation. 

The report of the Caribbean Agéncy is re- 
plete with incidents from the several countries 
within its bounds. Colombia is a difficult field 
simply because of the opposition of the clerical 
element. Nevertheless there is record of the 
Scriptures being desired and read. And the 
Bible, whether cherished in secret or used 
openly, is spreading its influence. A system- 
atic colportage campaign in San Salvador re- 
sulted in the visiting of one hundred and 
twenty-seven of its two hundred and forty- 
three cities, towns, and villages, and the dis- 
tribution of 1,000 Bibles, 2,445 New Testa- 
ments, and 47,922 portions. Religious fanati- 
cism still abounds in many parts. However, the 
gospel is winning its way. Scripture distribu- 
tion has been going on in revolution-torn 
Nicaragua. The comment of an informed mis- 
sionary, sympathetic with the people of Nica- 
ragua, is that “it looks as though the United 
States is determined to give perfect freedom 
and try to assure a free election in 1928.” From 
instances in Guatemala may be mentioned only 
one, that of a former professor in a Russian 
university and officer in the Russian Army, who, 
through distressing experiences in escaping 
from Russia, was stranded in Guatemala and, 
through the intelligent sympathy of one who 
brought to him the gospel, was led from a state 
of utter depression into the glad experience of 
Christian faith and joy. A religious awakening 
is reported in, Honduras and, consequently, an 
increased demand for the Scriptures. At the 
Canal Zone the work of a secretary of the 
Army and Navy Y. M. C. A. among the sol- 
diers and marines resulted in over 1,000 New 
Testaments and 5,000 portions being distri- 
buted. Here, too, are evidences of desire for 
the Scriptures on the part of the natives. 

A new hand pens the report of the Upper 
Andes Agency. Dr. Robert H. Milligan, who 
took charge in February, 1927, writing with 
enthusiasm and deep concern about the work 
and the people in his large field, records a cir- 
culation of 72,068 volumes for the year as 
against 50,883 the year before. A young man, 
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who obtained a tract containing the teaching 
of Jesus in simple words, was arrested for 
having “immoral literature” and was impris- 
oned for three days. But the report adds, jubi- 
lantly, “and still the people continue to buy 
evangelical literature,” and the circulation otf 
the Bible steadily increases. 

In Ecuador the circulation of the Scriptures 
rose from 18,000 the year before to 24,000 vol- 
umes in 1927. And in Peru the circulation 
totaled 32,468, an increase of practically 7,000 
over the previous year. Mission schools here, 
as in other lands, are contributing greatly to 
the liberation of the people from superstition 
and domination, by the increase of literacy. 

Bolivia is reported as the most difficult field 
in the Upper Andes Agency, partly because of 
its tremendous contrasts in climate, and partly 
because of its amazing lack of transportation. 
The Aymara Indians, the predecessors of the 
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DESTROYED BY RELIGIOUS ANTAGONISTS 


THEIR MISSIONARY (CENTER) 
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Incas, are responding to the gospel, which is 
being put into their own tongue under circum- 
stances and with a detail of care that makes 
fascinating reading, as will be seen by those 
who peruse the report when it appears in full 
in the Annual Report of the Society. Nor are 
the Aymara aborigines the only ones who are 
being drawn to, and blessed by, the gospel 
message. Record is made of the conversion 
“of a former priest, a very remarkable man, 
member of a rich family of Cochabamba,” who 
has not hesitated to face bitter persecution, im- 
prisonment, hunger, and attempts upon his life. 

The La Plata Agency has the unique record 
of obtaining larger contributions from its own 
field for the circulation of the Scriptures, than 
any other of the Foreign Agencies of the So- 
ciety. In 1927 over $4,000 in American gold 
was received. In addition to this, individuals 
have purchased and circulated Scriptures at 
their own cost, one layman taking $50 worth a 
month. The Waldensians of Uruguay, wha 
equipped an automobile coach and presented it 
for Bible work, continue to make donations to- 
ward the expenses of this work in that state; 
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-and the Agency Secretary is hopeful that he 
may raise the funds to build a coach for use in 
Argentina. The evangelical churches in the 
‘La Plata region raised $4,500 and have erected 
a handsome monument to the Rev. F. G. Pen- 
zotti, the father of the present Secretary, ‘“‘who 
for over forty years worked as a colporteur 
all over Latin America and was greatly loved 
by all.” They also placed on the monument a 
bronze tablet with a fine likeness of Mrs. Pen- 
zotti. 

Unusual methods of Scripture distribution 
are reported for the year. At Catamarca, in 
northern Argentina, a missionary obtained the 
‘loan of the “central broadcasting station and 
every night transmitted to all the surrounding 
provinces gospel messages, hymns and solos, 
heard for three hundred and fifty miles across 
Chile and far into the Pacific Ocean.” Both of 
the English papers at Buenos Aires and two of 
the leading Spanish magazines have published, 
gratis, important advertisements supplied by 
the Agency Secretary, through which he has 
sold hundreds of copies of Spanish Bibles to 
people living in remote parts of the country, 
who could not have been reached readily by col- 
porteurs™ The chief and almost only limitation 
to the circulation of the Scriptures, is the lack 
of books. This, in turn, is the result of insufii- 
cient appropriations. The Secretary reports 
that, of 40,000 Gospels which had just arrived 
and were still in the customhouse, he had al- 
ready received cash for 20,000 from those who 
were eagerly awaiting them. 

The year 1927 was a joyous one in the ex- 
perience of the Brazil Agency. The fiftieth 
“anniversary of the Agency and the fortieth an- 
niversary of the present Secretaryship were 
effectively recognized. The careful planning 
by Dr. Tucker, and the hold he has on the con- 
fidence and affection of leaders in church and 
political life, culminated in a wide participation, 
and the recognition of the importance of the 
Bible. Daily Bible reading from September 7 
to December 4; a popular celebration of the 
Jubilee in Rio de Janeiro under the chairman- 
ship of a Christian general and the presence of 
“the American Minister, and other important 
persons, on September 7, Brazil’s National In- 
dependence Day; and a later general observance 
‘of Bible Sunday by the evangelical churches of 
Brazil,—all marked these two important events. 
A plan was inaugurated by the National Con- 
vention of the Brazil Sunday-school Union to 
distribute 1,000,000 Gospels in a year among 
‘those outside the churches. The effort is being 
made, with increasing promise of success, to 
have the churches and their members accept 
“the responsibility, and carry out the work, ot 
distributing the Scriptures. A happy illustra- 
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tion is given of an enthusiastic Scripture dis- 
tributor, who has taken commuters’ trains as 
his field of activity and who greatly increased 
the effectiveness of his. work by stimulating 
Christians who are on the train, to testify to 
the benefits they have derived from reading the 
Scriptures. Ina few days he sold 3,779 copies 
of the Gospel and gave away 307 copies, mak- 
ing a total of 4,086. 


The Near East 


A cheerful note pervades the reports from 
the two Agencies in the Near East. The distri- 
bution of volumes of the Scripture in the 
Levant and Arabic-Levant Agencies during 
1927 rose to a total of 224,501 volumes, over 
against the 176,072 reported the previous year. 

In Turkey, advertising in the newspapers 
continues to open doors. One progressive 
newsdealer in Adana sought and took up the 
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agency for selling Bibles. When challenged 
by the gendarme he refused to be intimidated, 
and demanded to be brought before the com- 
mandant, to whom he exhibited the advertise- 
ments in the Turkish papers. He was set free, 
with the remark, “I guess you're all right, son. 
Sell all you like.’ Agencies for selling the 
Scriptures have been opened in five bookshops 
of Constantinople, five in Smyrna, two in An- 
gora, and one each in Nazili and Ak-Hissar. 
The shop in Angora exhausted its supply and 
has had a second stock. A German missionary, 
who speaks Turkish fluently, was allowed to 
sell the Scriptures freely in Angora, until he 
inadvertently did what was interpreted as re- 
ligious propaganda in a prison. 
In Bulgaria, the distribution of the Scrip- 
tures on the trains continues to be an active and 
effective method. Colporteurs are equipped 
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with tickets.allowing them to travel in all direc- 
tions, They. may not sell) Scriptures. while the 
trains are in motion, but they are free to do so 
when the trains. are at stations. . Refreshing 


illustration of. encouragement in the. distribu- 


NAI KAWNG, THE: COLPORTEUR 


“Who has just returned to his friends and family from 
pioneer work in China, thirty-nine days’ journey from 
home.’ 


tion of Scriptures by schoolmasters and priests 
are reported. Individuals also purchase Scrip- 
tures and leave them with the colporteurs for 
distribution. 

From Greece, a similar report of happy co- 
operation from priests and a friendly bishop is 
reported, though the opposition of other priests 
has been felt. Here, as in other countries, are 
found illustrations of the Word of God, unac- 
companied by the human voice, speaking to and 
regenerating hearts and lives. 

From Syria comes word of 50,000 volumes 
of Scripture distributed among the Armenian 
refugees during the past five years. There is 
deep gratitude for this service. Out of their 
poverty, the Armenian congregations gladly 
make contributions to the Bible Societies, a col- 
lection of $125 having been received at the 
Beirut office. 

Mr. William S. Strong sends a full report 
of his first full year in charge of the work in 
the Arabic-Levant Agency. He rejoices par- 
ticularly in the fine response of the churches, 
missionaries, and Christians to the challenge 
that they themselves should distribute the 
Scriptures, and reports as his chief difficulty, 
not the lack of those who wish the Scriptures, 
but the serious lack of Scriptures themselves, 
because of inadequate appropriations. Instance 
after instance is reported, by the colporteurs, 
of individuals won to Christian life simply 
through the reading of the Scriptures, which 
find welcome from the far Sudan and Abys- 
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sinia in the south, up through Palestine -and - 


Syria to Iraq,.and the Persian Gulf. A strik- 
ing development is the discovery. that the lead- 
ing hotels in Syria welcome the placing of an 
English Bible in all their bedrooms, and that 
many Mohammedan and Syrian hotels are will- 
ing to place Arabic Bibles in their bedrooms. 
The only lack is the money to supply the Bibles. 
A friendly welcome from the Archbishop of 
the. Coptic Church, and the advice of the King 
of Afghanistan to fellow Mohammedans in 
Bombay, that ‘you must be tolerant to faiths 
other than your own; * * * ridicule other 
faiths and you invite ridicule,”"—are welcome 
evidences of growing tolerance and enlighten- 
ment. That something has been accomplished 
toward meeting the opening doors and ex- 
pressed need in the Arabic Levant is shown by 
the fact that there was a 50 percent increase 
in the Scriptures circulated; 183,427 in 1927, 
as against 120,446 in 1926. 


The Far East 


The circulation of Bibles, Testaments, and 
portions in our jour Agencies in the Far East 
during 1927 totaled 4,040,265 volumes. It is 
not surprising that this is less than the high 
total of last year, in view of conditions prevail- 
ing, especially in China and Japan—political in 
the former, and economic in the latter. 

As usual, the report from Siam abounds in 
illustrations of the character and work of the 
colporteurs, the need and responsibility of the 
various peoples, and the influence of, and wel- 
come to, the Scriptures. The tact of a col- 


porteur was illustrated, when he was taunted 
with being a follower of the foreigners’ God, 
by his response with the question, “Do you see 
Whose is it; the foreigners 


the sun? ee 


To 


ON TOUR FOR BIBLE DISTRIBUTION 
A missionary in Siam, with assistant and bearers. 
the reply, “No, it is everybody’s,” his response 
was convincing, “So is God.” <A dirty bit of 
paper on the road, picked up, brought to the 
eyes, and through them to the heart, of another, 
the two words “Siang to” (God). They stuck 
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in his mind, and eventually led him to Christ. 
Another read a part of the Gospel and studied 
over it for seven years before he yielded and 
~ became a Christian. The Chienrung Church 
in Yunnan has put the American Bible Society 
on its budget and gives it $3 a month. The 
Secretary feels so deeply the curtailment of 
appropriations in face of the wonderful oppor- 
tunity and the great need, that he says the re- 
ceipt of word stating the appropriation “‘is 
like flaying us alive.” In contrast with the re- 
stricted appropriation from America is the 
devotion of a colporteur who has just returned 
from spending two years 
away from his friends and 
family, in pioneer work, 
thirty-nine days’ journey 
from home. 

A jubilant song of 
“fait accompli” sounds out 
justifiably in the report 
from the Philippines. Its 
opening pages are a re- 
view and record of the re- 
_habilitation of the losses 
in plates of Scriptures of 
the varf§us Philippine dia- 
lects from the Japanese 
earthquake in 1922. In 
Bicol, Cebuan, JLlocano, 
Pampangan, Pangasinan, 
and Panayan, 14,000 plates 
of Scriptures have been 
made, and volumes pre- 
pared from them. As a 
/ purely manufacturing ac- 
complishment, this is note- 
worthy. But even more 
noteworthy has been the work of correc- 
tion and revision, which, in some cases, 
amounted practically to retranslation, in these 
various dialects. Grateful acknowledgment 1s 
made to the missionaries and Filipino Chris- 
tians who have accomplished this great task. 
Well-earned thanks are graciously expressed by 
the Agency Secretary to the Rev. A. K. Spiel- 
_ berger, who was in charge during the furlough 
of Mr. Cameron. The full report, with its in- 
- teresting and striking details of the problems 
and accomplishments of revision, manufacture, 
and distribution of the Scriptures, will repay 
reading. : 

The Secretary in China, Mr. Lacy, review- 
ing his years of service on the eve of his first 
furlough, rejoices in the advance of the annual 
circulation from 1,900,000 to 3,800,000. vol- 
umes; that over 20,000,000 volumes of Scrip- 


- tures were circulated in China by this Agency 


during these same years; that the annual cir- 
culation in China by the three great Bible So- 


for, the future of China. T 
is approaching completion. 
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cieties—the American, the. British,>and the 
Scotch—not counting other societies and or- 
ganizations—rose from 6,000,000 to 11,000,000 ; 
that the return on books sold by our China 
Agency rose from Gold $21,000 to $41,006! 
Stimulating incidents show that Scriptures 
are still widely desired and read by -sol- 
diers and students, as well as by the: people 
in general. Advertising in papers has brought 
hundreds of letters and resulted in a consid- 
erable distribution of the Scriptures, off- 
setting somewhat the ioss in circulation 
through colporteurs, who had been prevented 


CHINA IS BUILDING 
Despite the disturbed conditions, this picture illustrates faith in, as well as concern 


This residence for the sub-Agency Secretary at Peking 
The new Bible House is also rising steadily. 


from traveling freely. Individuals have 
bought Scriptures for distribution. One mai 
bought $140 worth of Bibles in leather bind- 
ing, gilt edges, to distribute among his own 
friends. A summer Bible conference held at 
Canton was attended by 500 to 600 church 
workers, including pastors, colporteurs, and 
Bible women. They met their own expenses 
and contributed over $600 to meet the expenses 
of the conference and the traveling of the 
speakers. One worker alone reports selling, 
in a few days, 1,400 portions, chiefly to stu- 
dents. There is a hunger and a welcome for 
the Word of God in China. 

The Japanese have been so quietly and brave- 
ly meeting the economic stress which has come 
upon them, that the world at large perhaps fails 
to appreciate how serious has been their condi- 
tion. The message comtinues, however, that 
there are multitudes who are hungering and 
thirsting after righteousness, and finding their 
blessing through the printed Word of God. 
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The noted social reformer and evangelist 
Kagawa records, “I recently preached for three 
nights in Osaka to audiences which averaged 
three thousand. There were more than eight 
hundred converts. * * * The Bible is being 
bought; this fact is testimony. The Bible is 
being read; this fact proves that Christianity 
is quietly and genuinely gaining ground in the 
Empire.” The usual activities have brought 
the usual encouragements, there being ex- 
amples of the influence of the printed Word 
on the lives of students and teachers, maidens 
and lads, laborers, patients in hospitals, and 
prisoners in jails. A special service of the year 
was to the “floating population” living on boats, 
on the canals, rivers and bay of Tokyo, when a 
motor boat and six men, working for six days, 


distributed 17,000 
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Ralph C. Norton, La Mission Belge Evan- 
gélique has been accomplishing a very real 
service and rejoices in a large distribution of 
the Scriptures, as does the American Bible So- 
ciety, which has shared in it through its grant 
of money. 

The Bible Society of France has used the 
money placed at its disposal largely to publish 
a popular edition of the New Testament to be 
sold on newspaper stands and bookstore shelves. 
The president of the Society writes: “Nothing 
can be more precious and helpful to us than 
your sympathy for the realization of our great 
purpose.” 

The Bible Society of Geneva, which works 
largely in France, and particularly among the 
refugee Armenians in France, reports an en- 

couraging circulation 


Gospels on 9,700 


of over 46,000 vol- 


boats. In Japanese 
Braille 1,000 volumes 
were supplied to the 
“Society of Believers 
of the Blind,’ who 
distributed them in 
thirty-five schools for 
the blind; 775 addi- 
tional Braille volumes 
being supplied to still 
others who use them. 
W hile the distribu- 
tion of regular por- 
tions fell below pre- 
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To the sculptor, Mr. Bryant Baker, are we in- 
debted not only for permission to use it, but 
also for the photograph of his striking statuary 
group. It was the winner, by popular choice as 
well as by choice of the donor, from twelve 
groups offered by noted sculptors. It is to be 
placed in the Cherokee strip in Oklahoma, at a 


cost of $300,000, by Mr. E. W. Marland, as a 


gift to the nation. The statue will be thirty 
feet in height. Of it, Mr. Baker has said, “I 
have tried to depict courage and faith, as my 
pioneer woman steps forward without fear, 
doubt or uncertainty, leading and protecting 
her son. On her arm is a small bundle typify- 
ing all her worldly goods, but in her hand is 


umes in French, Ital- 
ian, Arabic, German, 
and Polish, and grate- 
fully thanks _ the 
American Bible So- 
ciety for its aid in this 
work. 

The chief aid ren- 
dered by our Society 
in Africa, during 
1927, has been in help- 
ing to finance the 
work of translation of 
Scriptures, in coopera- 


vious. records, it is 
significant that 3,000 
more Bibles were dis- = 


dispensable book.” 


clasped the Bible, because it was the one in- 


tion with American 
missions working in 


tributed in 1927, than 

ever before in one year in the history of the 
Agency, not a few of them going into the rooms 
of hotels through the cooperation of the 


Gideons. 


Europe, Asia, Africa, and the Islands 
of the Sea 


The Foreign Agencies do not cover all the 
work done abroad by the American Bible So- 
ciety. In Europe, Asia, Africa, and the Islands 
of the Sea aid is rendered by grants of funds or 
books from the Society to churches, missionary 
bodies, and other organizations. ; 

In Norway, Sweden, Finland, Denmark, 
Germany, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Ukraine, 
and Italy grants of funds have helped Christian 
churches to distribute the Scriptures. From 
the correspondents in Sweden, Finland, Den- 
mark, Germany, and Italy have come grateful 
thanks, with brief record of what has been ac- 
complished. 

In Belgium, under the directorship of Mr. 


- - | that great continent. 

This, of course, is 

aside from the work done through the Arabic- 

Levant Agency in the northeastern portion of 
the continent. 

Grants of money were made to several 
American missions working in India, with 
which they purchase Scriptures in the local dia- 
lects or in English, for distribution. 

Large shipments of the Scriptures in Nauru, 
Gilbertese, and Mortlock were sent during the 
year from the Bible House in New York to the 
Gilbert and Caroline Islands. The 500 Bibles 
sent to the Gilbert Islands were reported as en- 
tirely disposed of, and a further supply of 750 
urgently requested. It is startling to think 
that the only plates in the world for publishing 
the Scriptures in the languages of these islands 
are in the Bible House at New York. 

The situation in respect to the Auxiliaries of 
the Society has changed little during the year. 


The state Bible societies continue their helpful — 


cooperation both in forwarding the work in 
their own states and in assisting the Society in 
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its world-wide work. The continued coopera- 
tion of the Maryland Bible Society in the erec- 
tion of the Bible House in Peking is gratefully 
recorded. 


3. Workers and Auxiliaries 


The number of workers has again risen, 
reaching in 1927 a total of 3,652. There were 
423 colporteurs, 2,095 correspondents, and 1,- 
134 volunteers. The total of workers reported 
by the Home Agencies, for 1927, was 927; by 
the Foreign Agencies, 2,595; and by Foreign 
Correspondents, 130. In addition, there were 


“GO OUT INTO THE HIGHWAYS AND HEDGES” 
A colporteur distributing Scriptures in a hobo camp. 


the 21 Home and Foreign Agency Secretaries, 
the Mexican Agency being the only one which 
did not have a Secretary in charge during thie 
year under review. Many others, men and 
women, clerical and Jay, have supervised or 
participated in the work of distribution. Other- 
wise it would be impossible to have issued in 
one year over 10,000,000 volumes. 

During the year a few of the smaller local 
auxiliaries have ceased to function, as the cen- 
tralizing trend of denominational life tends 
to direct the interest of local churches, and 
particularly their contributions, into the chan- 
nels of the denomination rather than to local 
religious causes. It, however, remains the fact 
that in many a community the auxiliary con- 
tinues its quiet but faithful aid to those who 
need the Book. 


4. Translations and Revisions 
In the United States 


The studies in spelling, capitalization, punc- 
 tuation,; etc., carried on by the Versions Com- 
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mittee the last two or three years in prepara- 
tion for the resetting of the Society’s editions 
of the King James Version, are being com- 
pleted. This has been followed by investiga- 
tions as to a self-pronouncing system adaptable 
to use in some of these editions, and the various 
problems encountered have necessitated the 
carrying forward of the work into the current 
year. 

The Gospel of John, prepared by the Rev. 
J. I. Landsman with the assistance of the spe- 
cial Yiddish committee, has been published for 
the use of Yiddish-speaking people. 

The manuscript of the Four Gospels in Hopi 
has been received from the translator, the Rev. 
J. R. Duerksen, a missionary of the Mennonites 
to the Hopi Indians of Arizona, and compo- 
sition 1s in progress. 


In Latin America 


Some progress has been made in translation 
work in Quiché and Mam, spoken in Guate- 
mala, though the translators in both these lan- 
guages have been on furlough during the year. 

Rev. W. G. Townsend, the translator of 
Cakchiquel, also spoken in Guatemala, reports 
that his mission work has left him very little 
time during the year to devote to the translation 
of the New Testament; but that his assistants 
have done some very good work by themselves 
and have completed the first draft of the entire 
Testament, and corrected most of it once. Mr. 
Townsend will give it two or three revisions. 
It is expected the completed work will be pub- 
lished in 1928. 

Mr. José Farfan, under the supervision of 
the Rev. Len Herniman, continued work on the 
Peruvian Quechua New Testament portions. 

The Psalms in Bolivian Quechua have been 
translated by Mr. George Allan and his daugh- 
ter, Miss Margarita Allan, and are now in 
process of printing. These will bear the joint 
imprint of the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety and the American Bible Society, as did 
the New Testament already published. 

The Gospel of Mark in Aymara, translated 
by Sr. A. Medina and Sr. N. Penaranda, su- 
pervised by the Rev. H. C. McKinney, has been 
completed and the manuscript is mow in the 
hand of the printer. This is to be a diglot with 
the Spanish. The translators are perfecting 
Luke and Matthew. 


In Africa 
A notable work for Africa was accomplished 
by the Society during the year in the publica- 
tion of its Luba-Lulua Bible, the work of the 
Rey. T. C. Vinson, a missionary of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the U,soe his book will 
be used primarily for the Presbyterian mission 
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work in the Belgian Congo, but copies have also 
been supplied. to the adjacent. Congo Inland 
Mission of the Mennonite Church. ; 
The Society has undertaken the publication 
of a complete New Testament in Luragoli for 
the Friends’ Mission in. East Africa. The 
manuscript has been received from the trans- 
lator, the Rev. E. J. Rees, and is now in course 
of preparation. The portions previously pub- 
lished by the Society include the Four Gospels, 
Acts and I John, also the work of Mr, Rees. 
Tentative copies of St. Mark in Olunyore 
have been printed and sent to the translator, 
Mrs. H. C. Kramer, in Kenya Colony, East 
Africa, for experimental use in school work. 
The Epistles prepared by her are on the press. 
Progress has been made in preparing to pub- 
lish a Revised Sheetswa New Testament for 
the Inhambane Mission of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church. 
The Arabic-Levant Agency of the Society 
is preparing to publish the Gospel of Matthew 
in Shilluk for tribes in North Africa. 


In Europe 


At the request of a mission working among 
gypsies in Bulgaria, numbering about 120,000, 
the Society has authorized the preparation of 
a Gospel portion, to be printed in Bulgarian 
character. The only Scriptures at present avail- 
able to them is the Gospel of Luke in what is 
called “Bulgarian Romany,” but this is in Latin 
character, and it is claimed that few can read it. 


In the Far East 


In India the Society has had an interest in a 
new publication of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society,—a diglot Gospel of Matthew in 
Urdu and Arabic, page by page, which employs 
the Society’s Van Dyck Arabic version. 

The Siam Agency reports the publication of 
portions in Lao or Tai Yuan, which gives the 
Tai people the first complete Bible in that dia- 
lect. This is a transliteration from the Sia- 
mese. Progress has been made.on the revision 
of the Siamese Bible. The services of an ex- 
pert Tai Lu scribe have been secured to hand- 
write the New Testament in that dialect, this to 
be a transliteration from the Tai Yuan with 
slight changes. Two portions have been com- 
pleted and printed. 

In the Philippine Islands work has been in 
progress on the revision of the Tagalog New 
Testament and of the Samarefio Gospels and 
Acts. 

The Society’s Secretary in China reports par- 
ticipation, early in the year, in a most interest- 
ing conference of scholars and missionaries 
held in Canton, at which the question of bring- 
ing out an edited text of the tentative Revised 


Canton. Colloquial New Testament .was dis- 
cussed. The first edition has proven so popu- 


lar that it is nearly exhausted, and it is aimed; 


more nearly to perfect the text when the second 
edition is published. Additional work was done 
on the revision of the Soochow Colloquial New 
Testament revision during the year. 


5. Ways and Means 


During 1927, the Ways and Means Depart- 
ment suffered a serious loss in the death of 


General Secretary Ryan, as noted elsewhere in © 


this report. So well organized, however, was 
the work of his department, that the plans 
which were in operation under Dr. Ryan’s 


direction were carried forward without inter-. 


ruption, by those who were charged with the 
detailed execution of them. The launching of 
any new plans of advance, and the adoption of 
methods to effect such advance, were neces- 
sarily halted during the latter half of the year. 
While a successor was being sought, the over- 
sight of this department became the responsi- 
bility of General Secretary Haven, who secured 
the Rev. C. A. McAlpine to assist him. 


City Conferences 


One of the major plans for enlarging the 
circle of Bible Society friends, which Dr. Ryan 
inaugurated during 1927, was city week-end 
conferences involving the presentation of the 
work of the American Bible Society in pulpits 
on Sunday by representatives of the Society; 
a hearing before the joint ministers meeting on 
Monday ; and an invitation dinner on Monday 
evening to a selected group of persons, at which 
pastors and keymen held frank and free con- 
ference on our work and its needs. Confer- 
ences of this character were held in Chatta- 
nooga, Washington, Wilmington, and St. 
Louis, before Dr. Ryan’s death, and in the fall 
an additional conference was held at Philadel- 
phia on plans initiated by him. 

Churches 


The total income from churches for the year 
was $210,815.63. A list of the denominations 
giving more than $500 for the general work of 
the Society during either 1926 or 1927, to- 
gether with the amounts contributed toward the 
Society’s budget, is given below: 


Denomination 1926 1927 
Adventist (Seventh-day) ......... $2,010.35 $1,030.00 
Baptist ‘(UNorthern)).< nus enc cea 720.21 868.13 
Bupibreint i piacarisine cece moar ce a tink 833.50 780.40 
Congrepationalists: ot. cc cscs ss cir 5,341.51 4,831.90 
IDISCIDIESE Cra. Sarre wtone tierce tlc Be 765.42 752.80 
Lutheran (Augustana Synod)..... 1,426.99 974.0 
Lutheran (Norwegian)............ 309.01 Es237285 
Lutheran) (Umited)ot cacs ocecsican 3,592.52 3,818.83 
Methodist Episcopal aijcg..mescrics 73,624.14 net 69,871.39 net 
Methodist Episcopal (South)...... 33,631.78 35,112.23 
Methodist Episcopal (African).... 3,127.69 3,186.18 
Methodist Episcopal Zion (African) 971.41 1,282.95 
Methodist; Protestant <.nscasen ses 546.61 562.86 
MOPAVIAHS'. 24 cc scteo cece ci eee 938.29 1,073.92 
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Denomination 1926 1927 : 0 
Presbyterian (U. S. A.)...-..00- 41,909.05 gr. 42,403.48 gr the sessions, at which the program and budget 
Presbyterian (U. S.)........20.. 19,297.88 gr. 19,591.93 gr. Of the Society for the coming year were care- 
Presbyterian (Covenanter) ....... 1,846.95 1,578.03 full id lamest 
ee ee! eit infarstavsis;wevere 9,746.28 gr. 5,992.90 gr. fe 4 considered. 1e valuable counsel of these 

@eReformed (Christian) ........... 2,645.52 2,255.48 A ¥ i 

Reformed (in America).......... 5,267.08 gr. 5,289.84 gr. a was warmly appreciated by the 
metonmed (im We Si)ic ib. ies. thee 2,681.94 2,594.35 officers. 
Bisited Brethren ce. isc.4% oc.05 ceecv es 1,039.21 Zav3225 35 


The Council on its own initiative drafted an 
In all there were 61 different church groups appeal to the churches, which has been sent to 
which contributed toward the Society’s work the denominational papers, urging increased 
for the year. gifts for this fundamental Christian enterprise, 
The amount sent by the Society to its twelve in order that the work may be enlarged in view 
Foreign Agencies for work in the foreign mis- of “the providential possibilities before the 
_ sion fields of the churches was $73,394 more Society.” 
than the total received from all the churches Advertising 


for the year. One of the interesting developments of the 


Individual Gifts past ten years in the religious world has been 
A net increase of nearly five hundred in the that of paid advertising by missionary societies. 
total number of individual donors contributing What would have seemed at best a questionable 
_ through the office at the 
Bible House is an encour- 
aging item to report, the 
total number of such con- 
tributors being 21,723, of 
which 5,006 were new 
donors. The total amount 
- of their gifts was $156,- 
881.41. 
Fad 


Universal Bible Sunday 


“The Bible and _ the 
Home” was the topic used 
in observing Bible Sun- 
day, which fell on Decem- | ee 

-ber 4 this year. This sub- THE BIBLE SOCIETY EXHIBIT AT THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL 
ject was especially near the GENERAL CONFERENCE, KANSAS CITY, 1928 
heart of the late General : 
Secretary, Dr. Arthur C. Ryan, who devoted a expense ten years ago, has become recognized 
great deal of thought and effort to the prepara- as a necessity today, when there are taken into 
tion of the material furnished the pastors and consideration the budget systems adopted by 
churches. It is particularly gratifying to report the churches, and the impossibility of adequate 
the largest interest we have ever known, in the presentation of the various causes on conven- 
‘day and in the use of the literature prepared. tion platforms. 
While we have no way of knowing the exact ote, m 
number of churches observing Bible Sunday, 6. Publication 
since we do not ask for reports from the pas- Considered from the point of view of the 
tors, we have reason to believe that at least publication budget, the sale of Scriptures 
ten thousand churches observed the day 12 amounted to $400,360.55, as against estimated 
meee Way. sales of $400,000.00. Only $366,767.93 was 
\ Denominational Meetings expended to replenish the stock sold, and the 
| inventory of Scriptures was thereby reduced. 
Except in Scriptures in little-used languages 
and dialects, it is now believed that the inven- 
tory is down to as low a level as can be main- 
tained without affecting shipments. The addi- 
tion of new languages, formats or styles of 
Advisory Council : books will necessitate the carrying of a larger 
Twenty-four representatives of as many dif- stock, unless other books are dropped when the 
ferent leading denominations attended the meet- new books are available. Should the cost of 
- ings of the Advisory Council on November 30. materials and labor increase again as happened 
Dr. Arthur J. Brown was elected chairman of immediately after the war, not only would it 


x 


Se 


The interests of the American Bible Society 
were presented by one of the executive officers 
or some other representative at twelve national 
or international denominational gatherings dur- 
ing the year. 
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be necessary to use all the cash and securities, 
but it might also be necessary to borrow from 
the banks to obtain an adequate supply of stock. 


Publication 

The outstanding record of the year was in 
the number of portions issued from the Bible 
House, in New York. The total—5,056,728— 
makes a new high record for all time in the 
issues of portions from the Bible House. Some 
of these portions were sent to the foreign field 
and are, therefore, credited to them in the divi- 
sion of total issues. This whole number, how- 
ever, were produced in the United States. This 
figure has been exceeded on the foreign field 


AGENCY SECRETARY McLAUGHLIN HAND- 
ING OUT GOSPELS TO EAGER RECIPIENTS 

AFTER A NOONDAY EVANGELISTIC SERV- 
ICE AMONG THE SKYSCRAPERS OF CHI- 
; CAGO’S “LOOP” 


only in 1925 and 1926. Never before has it 
been attained at home. While the average 
price of these portions is about one cent apiece, 
and the total value not much more than $60,- 
000, as against annual sales of $400,000, it is 
interesting to note how much of the gospel 
story is contained therein. The 291,475 Bibles 
and 404,936 Testaments issued during the year 
contained only 2,785,644 Gospels. As over 90 
percent of the portions are Gospels, the num- 
ber of Gospels distributed for about $60,000 
was over four and a half million. If the 
printed material in these portions had been 
printed on one side of a galley proof, it would 
extend three-fourths around the world. The 
Publication Committee knows no cheaper or 
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more effective missionaries than these little 
books. 


7. Finances 
Income for the Year 1927 


Estimated Received 
Legal Trusts—Available Invest- 
cade Sd Sage Fund Income.. $ 116,000.00 $ 118,763.16 
TeePAacies se ac oss hes aie se eno este 73 oe 
i IN eb Jose aceuacniees 40,000.0 40,000. 
Sales Sere act gk Seer 400,000.00 400,000.00 
Excluding Foreign 
ae : ca * a ee ee ee 235,000.00 210,841.16 
ivi 1 Excludi Foreign 
sees e a .. es Bea eet Pe 165,000.00 163,979.29 
PASESAITATIES! © 5% 212 ale cra a Sik ste 20,000.00 14,724.71 
AENNITIES: Oo = an one eee 25,000.00 25,000.00 
(sits. fox the Blind. 0... 2250..855e 6,000.00 8,031.76 
Income from Funds for Blind.... 2,000.00 2,320.58 
Miscellaneous ....2.02~<ccceraceee 3,000.00 2,148.82 
Total caennce tas as eee hae $1,087,000.00 $1,060,809.48 
Expenses for the Year 1927 
Appropriated Expended 
General Administration.......... $ 78,963.00 $ 80,529.52 
Treasurer’s Office .....-.---+-0-- 21,289.00 20,413.19 
Ways and. Means. .icccc0n<ncn5s 69,478.00 67,475.01 
General Distribution ..........-. 78,200.00 81,024.65 
Publication Department.......... 400,000.00 400,000.00 
Honore Agencies. 2.040442 00.005 154,370.00 154,370.00 


Foreign Agencies .........-....-. 284,700.00 280,850.00 


ol aes at et eat $1,087,000.00 $1,084,662.37 


In 1927 $23,852.89 was expended under the 
budget that was not received. All of this dif- 
ference is accounted for by the gifts from 
churches, which were $24,000 less than was 
estimated in 1926 when the budget was made. 

From January 1, 1921, to January 1, 1928, 
the total income received under the budget has 
amounted to $7,261,525.54. The total expenses 
have amounted to $7,332,224.28. The differ- 
ence between these two, or $70,698.74, can all 
be explained by the income from churches not 
equalling the estimated income. Only by using 
certain funds previously set aside by action of 
the Board of Managers, has it been possible to 
make good the loss under the budget from 
1921 to date. Gifts from churches in 1926 
and 1927 alone account for over $63,000 or 90 
per cent of the total difference. From 1921 on, 
each year has shown a decrease in gifts from 
churches over the preceding year, except in 
1926, when a small increase was shown. The 
smallest amount received from this source since 
1919 was $210,841.16. To have any cash bal- 
ance at all at the end of the year, it was neces- 
sary to borrow temporarily $30,000 from the 
bank. This is the first borrowing that has been 
necessary since the postwar debt of the Society 
was liquidated. 

The experience of the Society in connection 
with its gifts from churches has been similar 
to that of many other religious bodies. Some 
of the churches which officially cooperate have 
been increasing their gifts each year. But there 
were others whose receipts have fallen off be- 
yond all expectation. In 1921 the Society re- 
ceived its largest income from this source. 


June, 1928 


Since then, each year has shown a decline, save 
for a slight increase in 1926 over 1925. For 


_ four years it was hoped that the income of 1921 
- might be slightly bettered, but from 1924 on 
the estimated income has been reduced from 
$290,000 to $235,000 in 1927. 


On the other hand, the income from individ- 


‘uals has exceeded the estimate every year, ex- 
cept 192¢, although this year the deficiency was 
small. In 1927, therefore, there was no com- 
pensating excess of individual gifts to make 
good the loss in income from churches. To 
summarize this briefly, it may be said that in 
seven years the $113,000 of fatness in the in- 
dividual gift account almost offset the $169,000 
of leanness in the gifts from churches. The 
difference between these two amounts explains 
in large part the whole deficit under the budget. 
Truly a Joseph is needed to devise a method 

whereby such inequalities can be compensated! 

Provision by the use of the granary of resetve 

funds has been made under income from lega- 

cies, annuities, and the Bible House; but other 

sources of income still fluctuate. May He who 

openeth His hand and filleth all things living 

with plenteousness put it into the hearts of our 
people and churches to bring forth abundantly 

their fruits in due season! 
It is gratifying to note an increase, though 


_~small, in the income from legal trusts and in- 


"vestments and in gifts for the blind. The in- 
come from auxiliaries was the lowest for six- 
teen years. It is explained by the decision of 
the Massachusetts Bible Society to retain all 
its funds in connection with renovating the 
Bible House at 41 Bromfield Street, Boston. 


Legacies and Annuities 
From legacies $136,024.14 was received in 
~ 1927. Allof this amount is unrestricted ; other- 
~ wise it is entered under the trust fund account. 
- Tnasmuch as only $75,000 was appropriated 
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ALCATRAZ, PRISON ISLAND IN SAN FRANCISCO BAY 


Gifts of churches and individuals send the Scriptures through the 
_ American Bible Society to those in prison over the United States. 


101 


under the budget, the difference was added to 
the legacy equalization account. The legacy 
equalization account, therefore, is in a very 
satisfactory condition, and should the income 
from legacies not equal the amount appropri- 
ated in 1928 or the years following, it will be 
possible to make good the difference from this 
fund. Only $7,927.37 was added to the 
general trust fund account during the 
year. 


Annuity Agreements 


As previously indicated, more annuity 
agreements were written than in any 
previous year. The expenses, however, 
were large, and it was necessary to draw 
$25,769.24 from the annuity reserve 
fund. In November, 1926, it was esti- 
mated that the payments to annuitants, 
appropriation to the budget, and ex- 
penses would amount to $87,170.59. 
The results of the year showed that they 
actually came to $86,721.19. As it is 
the policy of the Society always to re- 
tain the full principal amount paid in 
by each annuitant until each agreement is 
terminated, it is, of course, necessary to have 
a reserve fund to meet any excess of expendi- 
ture over income. Fortunately, however, cer- 
tain securities were sold during the year, and a 
profit of $23,301.75 was realized therefrom. 

It is now possible to state that every day of 
the calendar year is the birthday of one or more 
of our annuitants. This is true even in leap 
year with its extra day. We can, therefore, 
truthfully say that the sun never rises or sets 
without hailing the birthday of one of the good 
friends of the Bible cause. 


Bible House 


Additional alterations were made to the Bible 
House during 1927, costing $12,982.42. This 
added additional office space increased the gross 
rental of the building. As in the previous five 
years $40,000 from this source was applied to 
the general budget. The $24,969.57 that was 
received over and above this was applied to re- 
funding the improvements made in the year, 
and the balance was applied to refund improve- 
ments previously made. The total cost of im- 
provements not yet written off is now $124,- 
001.15. In spite of the new offices developed 
during the year, the percentage of vacancies 
was small. 


Audits 


The accounts of the Home Office of the 
American Bible Society and of each of the 
Home and Foreign Agencies are audited once 
each year by certified public accountants. 
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Copies of these audits duly signed are kept in 
the Treasurer’s office and are available at all 
times to the Auditing Committee and friends 
of the Society. 


8. General 
The Bible Society Record 


The circulation of the BrsLe Society ReEc- 
oRD averaged a total of 31,600 a month—a total 
of 379,200 copies having been printed in the 
twelve months. The value of the Recorp to 
the great work of Bible distribution has been 
shown in various ways. Some of its articles, 
and many of its pictures, have been used in 
other publications. Individuals have sent in 
contributions to meet special needs. that were 
revealed by its pages. Encouraging letters of 
appreciation have been received from editors, 
ministers, individuals happy in Christian activ- 
ity, and others who are “shut-in” by the in- 
firmity of age, or by the restriction of some ill- 
ness. 


Other Publications 


Of the 111th Annual Report, a volume of 
454 pages, 2,000 copies were published in 1927. 
These were distributed largely to libraries, 
which prize them as a means of information on 
the life and conditions in the homeland and the 
foreign countries therein represented; to all 
cooperating organizations, and to individuals 
who are associated with the work of the Society 
or especially interested in it. Of the prelim- 
inary summary of this Annual Report—the 
Report of the Board of Managers—7,500 cop- 
ies were printed. These are largely used for 
distribution in connection with the major 
church gatherings, such as the General Assem- 
blies, General Conferences, General Synods, 
etc. Of other leaflets which help to make the 
total of “other publications,” three were of a 
general nature, a further edition of 15,000 
copies of ‘‘President Roosevelt on the Bible” 
heading the list. The literature required and 
used by the Ways and Means Department, how- 
ever, constituted the bulk of the “other publi- 
cations” issued in 1927, Pamphlets and leaf- 
lets used in connection with the Bible Sunday 
program bulked largely in this material— 
600,000 copies of the leaflet “More Than Half 
the World,” and 84,690 Bible Sunday pro- 
grams, being issued. Another 100,000 of the 
little leaflet “How to Use the Bible” was also 
published during the year, and 51,000 of a 
leaflet on work for the blind entitled “The 
Blind Receive -Their Sight.” The total of 
other publications, aside from the Brsrr So- 
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ciety Recorp, Annual Report, and Managers’ | 


Report, was 1,154,040. 


Conclusion 


A colporteur long in the service wrote in 
his annual report for 1927, “How I praise the 
Lord for the great privilege given me of being 
honored in the giving out to the hungry of the 
Living Bread!” Such is the experience of all 
who have shared in this work. To it we invite 
new friends and allies, that they also may share 
our joy in the Lord in this great cause. 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


HE American Bible Society was insti- 

tuted in 1816 with the sole object of en- 
couraging wider circulation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, without note or comment. 

Its program is world-wide and includes the 
translation of the Scriptures into the languages 
and common dialects of the people; the pub- 
licatson of the Scriptures in styles suitable and 
convenient, and at the lowest possible cost; 
the distribution of the Scriptures throughout 
the world at cost or free, as a missionary pro- 
gram. 

Membership in the Society consists of three 
classes, each with its special privileges: 

1. Annual Members are constituted by an annual sub- 
scription of $5.00. 


2. Life Members are constituted by a subscription of 
$50.00 at one time. 


3. Life Directors are constituted by a subscription of 
$150.00 in one or two payments. 


Handsome engraved certificates are presented to 
Life Directors and Life Members. 

Full information about the privileges of 
Membership will be sent on application. 

The Society is supported by the gifts of its 
members and friends and by the contributions 
of Christian churches with which the Society 
has official or semi-official relations. 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY 


I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society 
formed in New York in the year eighteen hundred 
and sixteen, and incorporated in the year eighteen 
hundred and forty-one, the swm of-———. 

If real estate is given, for the last three words above, “the 


sum of,” substitute the words “the following property, to 
wit. 


Agencies 


lation. 
7Colporteurs. 


Asia—total 55 


Arabic 

Armenian (Ancient) 
Armenian (Modern) 
Burmese 


China: 
Wenli, High 
Wenli, Easy 
Mandarin, Peking 
Mandarin, Phonetic 
Script 
Amoy Colloquial 
Canton Colloquial 
Fuchau Colloquial 
Hinghua Colloquial 
(Romanized) 
___ Shanghai Colloquial 
i Soochow Colloquial 
_ .. Taichow 
Georgian 
Hebrew 
India: 
Bengali 
Gujarati 
Gurmukhi 
Hindi 
Kanarese 
- Marathi 
Panjabi 
{ Sanskrit 
: Sindhi 
Singhalese 
Telugu 
fee Urdu 
- Japanese p ; 
 Kalmuk (Mongolian) ° 
- Korean ere 


« 


4 


; 
ee 


ceo 2 


The Year 1927 in Figures 


: *The issues of the Society are circulated by various methods, 
-. methods are the distribution by our Home and 
receive direct appropriations in funds or books. 
Bible Societies, certain missionary boards at home and abroad, 
by the direct methods is regularly reporte 
issues of the Society for any one year. 


tCorrespondents. 


The Home Agencies used Scriptures in 106 Languages. 


d year by year. 
It is presumed that, sooner or 


Foreign Agencies and 
It is, 


|| Volunteers. 


The indirect methods are t 
the general trade, 
therefore, impossi 
later, all the 


ISSUES* 
Bibles T sf ' 
ze a RC ee ois oat Meant uh coset ous wants 29 1,475 404.930 5 Ore aus, 5 7e8 O81 
Pe cea DORM ME ELT ak Seety's cca Pelee vs 0% 25,097 364,925 3,781, 171, 
Foreign Correspondents........... : 3,784) 302 ND. 
59) NICS Clalerereiel ei steneiencte or siebe ihe eile Gisiereierys:sisc 6,711 8,677 92,634 108,022 
Patalammainccr cs. tsed dine 3 “7 ; 
AS oo GIA eer ic TR ers ae 323,283 778,538 8,932,976 10,034,797 
* . 
WORKERS AND CIRCULATION*—as reported by the Agencies 
HoME — WORKERS j : 
— VOLUMES ee 
Boi Sea fCol. £Cor. || Vol. Total Bibles Test. Porions Total 
Colored «...++..+++4+++- 16 44 io 66 12,047 26,587 126,603 165,237 
ee ice : 2}509 239 
Atlantic ...........00. 7 21 16 44 37,380 39,589 320,048 397.917 
5 National Capital .....:. 4 2 = 6 5.457 5,073 112,973 123,503 
Z South Atlantic.......... 7 116 40 173 16,229 49.047 250,261 315,537 
Central See te SNA Sd 5 14 6 25 19,086 33,200 270,779 323,065 
Northwestern ee 5 4 1 10 40,788 65,188 870,438 976.414 
Southwestern een 8 28 151 187 17,355 37,626 397,944 452,925 
Western ..2...-.-+++++- 7 Dy 17 51 9,308 13,079 177,289 199,676 
BPacific --.........2.... 6 141 165 312 18,207 33,911 473,742 525,860 
4 oy < ee 
Me West Indies............ 53 148 26 227 8,749 5,000 58,520 
MMMERACO =. 565s oc Sates 71 458 49 578 9,592 3,984 33,931 47807 
MeCaribbean .........0005. 10 66 = 76 7,748 10,143 91,322 109,213 
EUpper Andes ........... 3 51 BS 54 5,425 6,741 59,902 72,068 
Mica Piste .......5.t5-0% 35 200 = 235 10,613 9.475 101,496 121,584 
“Sk a 14 121 56 191 10,189 10,127 171,951 192,267 
Be eters cto 0. <. Se. 15 22 = a7 5.750 14,540 20,784 41,074 
Arabic Levant ......... 25 61 188 274 4,746 8,676 170,005 183,427 
* Philippines .......-..... 10 85 14 109 7,629 14,133 91,942 113,704 
SS eae eee 38 1 16 55 348 728 159,872 160,948 
Oe aie aes ee 23 300 327 650 5,348 PO) AD 2,893,223 3,109,692 
‘RET one ee SeaeeEe 29 380 == 109 13,671 62,362 79,888 655,921 
Ne hs ae 404 2,030 1,088 3,522 285,928 682,839 7,673,718 8,642,485 


some of which are direct and some indirect. The direct 


such representatives in fields not covered by the 


The Bible House issued Scriptures in 125 Languages. 


Kurdish: 
Kirmanshahi (Arabic 
characters) 
Kurmanji (Armenian 
characters) 
Mukri 
Malagasy 
Malay, High 
Malay, Low 
Malay (Arabic) 
Malay (Romanized) 
Malayalam 
Persian 
Siam: 
Siamese 
Tai Lao 
Tai Lu 
Tai Yuan 
Syriac (Ancient) 
Syriac (Modern) 
Tibetan 
Turkish: Osmanli 
Arabic Characters 
Armenian Characters 
Greek Characters 
For the Blind 
Arabic Braille 
Armenian Braille 
Japanese Braille 


Europe—total 49 


Albanian 

Breton 

Braid Scot 

Bulgarian 

Catalan 

Croatian 

Czechoslovakian (Bohe- 
mian) 


Danish 

Dutch 

English 

Esperanto 

Esthonian 

Finnish (Gothic) 

Finnish (Roman) 

Flemish 

French 

Frisian 

Gaelic 

German 

Greek (Ancient) 

Greek (Modern) 

Hungarian 

Irish 

Ttalian : 

qadset Spas 
atin 

Lettish 

Lithuanian 

Norwegian (Gcthic) 

Norwegian (Roman) 

Polish 

Portuguese 

Roumanian 

“Russian 

Ruthenian 

Serbian 

Slavonic 

Slovak 

Slovenian 

Spanish 

Spanish (Hebrew char- 
acters) 

Swedish 

Welsh 

Yiddish 


For the Blind: 


English Braille 
French Braille 
Moon 

Portuguese Braille 
Spanish Braille 


Africa—total 19 


Afrikaans 
Amharic 
Benga 

Bulu 
Dholuo 
Dikele 
Ethiopic 
Galla 

K’ Pelle 
Luba Lulua 
Luragoli 
Mpongwe 
Negro-English 
Nubian 
Olunyore 
Pashto 
Sheetswa 
Tonga 

Zulu 


Islands—total 22 

Chamorro 
Fiji 
Gilbert 
Hawaiian 
Icelandic 
eee 

altese 
Marshall 
Mortlock 


he distribution by the Auxiliary 
individuals, etc. Only the circulation effected 
ble to state the complete circulation of the 
issues of the Society are put into circu- 


Languages and Dialects Used in 1927—166 in All 


The Foreign Agencies used 100 Languages. 


Nauru 

Philippines: 
Bicol 
Cebuan 
Ibanag 
Ilocano 
Pampangan 
Panayan 
Pangasinan 
Tagalog 

Ponape 

Rarotonga 

Ruk 

Samoa 


Americas—total 21 


Arapahoe 
Cakchiquel 
Carib 


Guarani 

Miskito 
Muskogee 
Navajo 

Ojibwa 
Quechua-Bolivia 
Quechua-Ecuador 
Quiche-Peru 
Seneca 

Valiente 


For the Blind 
Line Letter 
New York Point 
New York Point Bipage 


American Braille 
Revised Braille Grade 1% 


A MISSIONARY OPPORTUNITY FoR EVERYONE 


One-cent Portions tor Widespread Distribution’ 
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